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NATURE OF THE DATA | 


The data presented here are taken from the Statistical Health Reports, 
WD AGO 8-122, rendered weekly to the Office of The Surgeon General by every 
hospital and separate dispensary in the continental United States. Troops 
in transit and certain small detachments are not required to submit reports; 
for this and other reasons, total strength of reporting units has been con- 
Sistently about 1 percent below the actual strengthof the Army in this coun- 
try. The mean strength shown for individual stations is that of Army person- 
nel attached or assigned for medical care anddoes not include organizations 
not on the post but dependent on the station fot hospitalization. 


Because of the desirability of placing the information in circulation 
at the earliest possible time following its receipt, figures are in general 
shown herein as reported. Where there is some doubt as to the accuracy of 
the reported figures, their verification is requested, and the fact that 
they have been so questioned is indicated by the symbol (!). 


MORBIDITY DATA 


Admissions are reported only for cases admitted to a medical installa- 
tion (either to hospital or quarters) and not returned to duty within the 
same day, except for certain cases carded for record only (chiefly venereal 
disease cases treated on aduty status, anddeaths which occurred before admis- 
sion to hospital or quarters). Admissions designated as "injury" comprise 
all "new". traumatisms (i.e., morbid conditions due toexternal causes, includ- 
ing poisons taken internally, results of exposure to heat, cold and light, 
as well as various types of wounds not due toenemy action) other than battle 
casualties. Under present conditions there would not be any direct admis- 
sions in the continental United States properly classifiable as battle casu- 
alties. All cases other than those of injury or battle casualty are classi- 
fied as "disease." 


Admission rates are shown for all causes combined, for all diseases 
combined, for injuries and for a few specific diseases. These rates are 
presented on an annual basis to facilitate comparisons with corresponding 
rates inannual and monthly reports. Such annual rates of admission indicate 
the number of admissions per thousand mean strength which would occur over 
a year’s time if the current week’s experience continued for a year. 


The report also shows the number of cases of the more common communi- 
cable: and certain other diseases of special interest. It may be noted that 
under the term infectious hepatitis are included cases reported as jaundice 
and cholangitis. Appended is alist of cases reported for the rarer communi- 
cable and certain other diseases. 


The average proportion of the daily strength of the command which is 
confined to hospital or quarters (mean number of non-effectives per thousand 
strength) is given in the summary table for the total United States and for 
each of the Service Commands. More significant is the estimated non-effective 
tate for personnel stationed in the United States shown inthe chart onpage 7.. . 


The number of enlisted men discharged during the week on Certificates 
of Disability for Discharge (CDD) are shqwn for individual stations. These 
data should be distinguished from the figures for "honorable discharges for 
physical and mental disqualification" assembled by The Adjutant General’s 
Office; the latter include discharges for inaptness in addition to CDD’s and 
are tabulated on a somewhat different basis (e-g., the April data represent 
April discharges processed by the AGO during April and May plus discharges 
prior to April which were processed in Nay). 


In making comparisons between Service Commands it should ‘be borne in 
ind that morbidity rates naturally tend to be higher in those Service 
Commands which have a relatively large number of General Hospitals and Ports 
of Embarkation. . The presence of sizeable numbers of troops not under the 
jurisdiction of a Service Command (e.g. casuals, task force troops, etc.) 
affects the interpretation of the data from the viewpn sn of Comainnd respon- 
sibility. 


¢ORTALITY DATA 


Recent studies indicate that the reporting of deaths on WD AGO 8-122 is 
incomplete, especially in the case of deaths from injury. The resulting 
understatement in the mortality rate from injury may be as much as, 10 per- 
cent and occasionally even more, but the death rate from disease %s not 
materially understated. Therefore in computing mortality rates from injury 
and from all causes on the basis of the corresponding numbers of deaths, as 
shown in this report, an appropriate adjustment for the underreporting of 
such deaths must be made. 


STATIONS WITH HIGHEST NORBIDITY RATES 


Included in the report isatable listing the stations (having strength 
of 5000 or over) with the highest morbidity rates from all causes, from all 
diseases combined, from injuries, and from a few specific diseases. Not 
infrequently, the excessively high rates of admission for all causes and for 
all diseases combined reported from reception centers reflect a large number 
of venereal disease cases among newly inducted men. Therefore, more signi- 
ficant of high morbidity trom disease are the rates of admission for disease 
excluding venereal infections existing prior to induction, which rates are 
also shown in the table. _It should also be noted that reception, redis- 
tribution, and separation centers frequently report relatively large num- 
bers of admissions arising from routine physical examinations of large 
bodies of troops. 


EXPLANATORY MATTER 


In reading the detail tables, it should be born in mind that admission 
rates based on small numbers of cases are not reliable. For this reason the 
symbol (?) is placed after admission rates computed on the basis of 5 or 


fewer cases 


Where the current week’s data for a particular station have not been 
received, the latest available figures are substituted therefor and the 
symbol (#}. is placed after the name of the station. 
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COMMENT ON GURRENT TRENDS 


i moRBIDITY FROM: ALL CAUSES, DISEASE, INJURY 


| Morbidity fram all causes during the week ended 
2 November decreased by 2 percent as compared with 
|the previous week, being reported at 434 per thousand 
|strength per yeare 


| INJURY: 
The admission rate from injury increased to 31 


| injuries are shown in the chart on the opposite page; 
\it should be noted that the decline in the rate 
iduring the last three months of 1944 is due toa 
|re-definition of *injury" published in September of 
|that year ("Non-battle injury" admissions were there- 
|in defined as excluding "readmissions"), The sharp 
|decline since V-E day has been due more to the rapid 
discontinuing of "dangerous" training activities 

| than to any other factorse 


| The Ninth Service Command continued to report 
|the highest rate for injuries (37 per thousand); 
jother service commands had rates wmder 35 per thou- 
| Sand. 


D TSEASES : 

| Morbidity from all diseases in the United States 
jas a whole decreased slightly (by 2 percent) to 443 

| per thousand (9 percent under the rate for the corre- 
| Sponding week of last year). 
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An increase of 16 percent in disease morbidity 
took place in the First Service Command (although the 
rate for common respiratory diseases decreased by 10 
percent in the same period), while a decrease of 8 per— 
cent occurred in the Second Service Command. Rates 
remained substantially unchanged in other service can— 
mands, ranging from 401 in the Sixth Service Command to 
533 per thousand in the Third and 559 per thousand in | 
the Military District of Washingtone. 


Respiratory Diseases: 
The rate for colds, influenza, etc, decreased by 


5 percent in the United States as a whole during the 
week, reaching 82 per thousand, as compared with last 
year's corresponding rate of 93. 


Increases over the preceding week were reported 
in the Second Service Command (76 to 86), the Fourth 
Service Command (68 to 72), the Seventh Service — 
(83 to 92), the Ninth Service Command (81 to 86), and 
the MDW (128 to 131). 


The admission rate for pneumonia rose from 9 to 10 
per thousand, increasing in all service commands except 
the Second, Third, and the MDW. 
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‘|Venereal Diseases: 

Morbidity from venereal diseases (excluding EPTS 
eases) decreased by 14 percent during the week to 
reach 58 per thousand per annum. This reflects in 
part the normal cyclical trend during the month, 
Since the lowest rate usually occurs during the first 
week, followed by a rise thereafter until the end of 


F ‘The highest morbidity from these causes was 
experienced in the Third Service Command, where the 
rate increased slightly during the week to reach 110 
admissions per thousand men per annune Other 
increases occurred in the First Service Command (35 
to 37 per thousand) and the MDW (26 to 38 per thou- 
Sand)e Decreases in other service commands were 
more or less typical for the first week in the month. 
Morbidity from these causes was highest in the Third 
Service Command, ranging upward from rates under 40 
in the First, Second and Ninth Service Command and 
jthe MDW. 


‘|QOther Communicable Diseases: 

: Morbidity from diarrhea and dysentery remained 
‘|low (4 per thousand); no service command reported a 
'|Fate in excess of 8 per thousand. 


nf Five hundred thirty-five cases of scabies were 
|reported during the week as having been excused from 
duty for treatment. 
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COMMENT ON CURRENT TRENDS (CONT’D) 


NON-EFFECTIVE RATE: 


CERTIFICATES OF DISABILITY FOR DISCHARGE: 


enlisted personnel discharged by CDD, a decrease of 
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The non-effective rate for personnel stationed in 
the continental United States is estimated at 28.9 per 
thousand strength for the week ended 2 November as com 
pared with 33.9 per thousand for the corresponding week] 
of 1944 The mean number of non-effectives in this 
country, including evacuees from overseas, increased to 
7409 per thousand troops in the United States. This 
increase in the rate is due entirely to decreases in 
the strength of the Army in the continental United 
Statese 


PATIENTS REMAINING UNDER TREATMENT: 2 NOVEMBER 19453 

The number of neuropsychiatric cases remaining was 
17,864 or about 1600 fewer than at the end of the pre- 
vious week. Non-battle injury patients remaining 
numbered about 35,700. The number of battle casualty 
patients remaining decreased by about 4000 to number 
61,400. 


In the week ended 2 November there were 10,035 


about 1000 as compared with the previous week, Forty 
eight percent of these discharges were reported by 
general hospitals and 34 percent by convalescent hospi- 
talse Among these CDD's were 2247 neuropsychiatric 
cases, a decrease of about 200 as compared with the 
previous week, 
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DISPOSITIONS 
BY CDD 


DIARRHEA 
M’COGCGIC 
MENINGITIS 
RHEUMATIG 
FEVER 
ATYPIGAL 
PNEUMONIA 
INFEGTIOUS 


HEPATITIS 


INJURY 


GOLDS, 
INFLUENZA, 
PNEUMONIA 

CINGLUDING 
ATYPIGAL) 

AND 
DYSENTERY 


FIPTH SERVICE COMMAND 185558 


30681 
Benj. Harrison, Ft., Ind. 


OTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 
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| Scott Field, 111. (RH) 
Sheridan, Ft., T1l. (RH 
Truax Field, Wis. (RH 


TOTAL: ALL STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STR. & MISC. UNITS 
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VENEREAL (EXCLUDING EPTS) DISEASE EXCLUDING VENEREAL EPTS . (1) Reception Center or Station: 
ANNUAL ADMISSION RATE PER 1000 ANNUAL ADMISSION _RATE PER 1000 See Nature of the Data 
P, Es Warren, Fee, Wyoe 4. os +b: tein, hi ee ke Le 
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I (3) Redistribution Station: 

| 337 |doogias, Fte, vten (2) (2) | 864 | 857 | Seo Nature of the Data 
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ny Paes x [atetion, me, sy epee ah 
Gordon, Cp, Ose [oglethorpe, Fey Gee | me | m3 | 


8 


| (2) Separation Center 
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VOLUME __V___ REPORT NO. 44 LIST OF CASES OF DISEASES WHICH ARE OF SPECIAL INTEREST 
WEEK ENDING 2 November 19 45 


POLIOMYELITIS (3) DIPHTHERIA (7) AMEBIC DYSENTERY (24) SCABIES (351) LISTING LIMITED TO 
1-Lovell GH, Mass. 1-Cushing GH, Mass. 1-Devens, Ft, Mass. STATIONS REPORTING 
1-P¥ Cp No. 2, Tenn. 1-Halloren GH, N. Y. 2-Lovell GH, Mass. 24-Benning, Ft, Gas 10 OR MORE CASES 
1-Patterson Field, Ohio 1-Kilmer, Cp, No Je 1-Rhoads GH, N. Y. 28-Shelby, Cp, Miss. 

1-Strategic Ser. Unit, D. C.|1-Bolling Field, D. c. 29-Grant, Cp, Dl. STREPTOCOCCAL S088 THROAT 
1-Baer Field, Ind- i-Walter Reed GH, D. C. 27-Carson GH, Colo. earns AAFORD, 
1-Chicago Gen Disp, Till. 27-Leavenworth, Ft, Kanse 

1-MeCoy, Cp, Wis. - System 


1-Santa Ana, Calif.(RH)(CH) 
1-Santa Barbara, calif. 
Redist. Station 


‘UNDULANT FEVER (1) ANKYLOSTOMIASTS 
1-Northington GH, Ala. 6-Vaughan GH, pia 


ie E 
1~Brooke GH, Texas 1-Will Rogers Field, Okla. 
2-Holters, Cp, Texas 
M’COCCIC MENINGITIS 
AT GENERAL HOSPITALS 
AND STATIONS UNDER 
5000 STRENGTH 


1~Kearny AAB, Netr. 
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‘VOLUME V REPORT NO. 44 — | : . ‘ RESTRICTEC 


ANALYSIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE DATA 


NONEFFECTIVENESS 
DUE TO VENEREAL DISEASE 


This report, covering the four-week period ended 


28 September 1945, presents an analysis of incidence | MEAN DAILY NONEFFECTIVE RATE PER 1000 
of the venereal diseases among colored males and all CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
other personnel for all units in the continental RATE 


United States which submit Statistical Health Reports {9 
(WD AGO Forms 8-122). Data are shown for individual 
stations where the colored male strength was 1000 or 


exes TOTAL 
more; for other units in each service command the 


ames GOLORED 
data are shown in total only. ees ALL OTHER 


The chart on page 25 shows morbidity from vene- 
real diseases in the Army as a whole. It will be . 
noted that the effect of "EPTS" cases on the admis- 
sion rate from these causes has diminished rapidly, 
go that “EPTS" admissions in September represented 
} percent of all venereal disease admissions, as 6 
contrasted with 17 percent in January 1945, and 48 
percent in January, 19446 


The admission rate for venereal diseases 
acquired after entry into service increased in Sep~ 4 
tember to 57 per thousand troops per year, § percent 
higher than the August ratee Syphilis admissions 
increased in September to 6 per thousand troops per 
year from a rate of 5 per thousand in August, while 
the rate for gonorrhea moved from 47 per thousand in 
August to 50 in September. The rate for other vene- 
real diseases remained at 1 per thousande 
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CONTINENTAL UNITED STATES 
ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 
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ANALYSIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE DATA (CONT’D) 


The venereal disease non-effective rate for all 
troops in September was 0.70 per thousand troops per VENEREAL DISEASE ADMISSION RATES 
day (as compared with 0.66 in August); the rate for (EXCLUDING EPTS CASES) 
ee Ne bas tes ae FOR THE FOUR WEEK PERIOD ENDING 28 SEPTEMBER 1945 

° 3 

as compared with 0.41 in August. Non~effectiveness ANNUAL RATE OF ADMISSION PER 1000 STRENGTH 
due to venereal diseases has not reflected the 
increases to be observed in admission rates since AY, 
January, 1945- While decreases in the number of days COLORED & 
lost per case, and increases in the proportion of SS 
venereal disease cases treated on a "duty status" \ COLORED 
have contributed significantly to the maintenance of U.S. RATE q 
@ comparatively stable non-effective rate despite the . E 
Pising admission rate, it is evident that the = #§§§——. & Re a oe E 
decreasing number of EPTS cases (which are not, in 
general, treated on "duty status't) has also tended to 
compensate for the effect of the rising admission rate 
on the total number of days loste 


The charts on pages 26 and 27 show morbidity 
from venereal diseases among colored mules and other 
Army personnele Rates for all venereal diseases 
(excluding EPTS) increased by 8 percent among colored 
males in September to reach 333 admissions per thou- 
sand troops per year, while the comparable rate for 
other personnel reached 38 admissions per thousand 
troops, an increase of 6 percent during the month. 
The annual admission rate for syphilis among person=- 
“nel other than colored males increased from 3 per 
thousand to 4 per thousand during September, while 
among colored males the rate remained at 34. An 
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VOLUME V REPORT NO. 44 RESTRICTED 


ANALYSIS OF VENEREAL DISEASE DATA (conT’p) 


increase of 8 percent over the August rate for gonor- Morbidity from gonorrhea (exclu EPTS cases 
rhea among colored males resulted in 284 admissions decreased among persomel other thi ee males 
per 1000 colored mle troops per year, while gonor- = during September in the First, Fourth, Seventh and 
rhea admissions among other personnel increased by Ninth Service Commands. Increases of more than 10 
3 percent to reach 34 per thousand. No increase in percent were noted in the Fifth Service Command, and 
admissions for other venereal diseases among other the Military District of Washington. Morbidity 
than colored male personnel is observed; however, among service commands ranged from 19 per thousand 
the rate among colored male personnel increased from per annum in the Military District of Washington to 
12 per thousand per year in August to 15 in September. 55 per thousand in the Mifth Service Command. 


Among service commands, admission rates for 
syphilis (other than EPTS) for colored males ranged 


from 13 per thousand per annum (3 cases among 2973 Highest morbidity for gonorrhea (excluding EPTS) 
colored male troops) in the Military District of Wash- among colored males was reported from the Military 

ington and 23 per thousand in the Seventh Service District of Washington and Third Service Command (372 
Command to 72 per thousand in the First Service Com and 357 per thousand, respectively), while the lowest 
mand. However, the largest increase in this rate rate was noted in the First Service Command (144 per 


during the month (21 percent) occurred in the Seventh thousand). Increases of more than 20 percent took 
Service Command; other increases were reported in the place in the Third, Fourth, and Sixth Service Con- 
First and Third Service Commands (9 percent), the mands, while the rate increased 18 percent in the 
Fourth Service Command (8 percent), and the Sixth Fifth Service Command. The rate decreased by 27 per= 
Service Command (6 percent). Increases in the rate cent in the First Service Command and 12 percent in 
for syphilis among other troops were observed in the the Eighth Service Command. 

Second, Third, Fourth, Sixth, and Military District . 

of Washingtong highest morbidity (7 per thousand per 

amum) was reported by the Third Service Command. 
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VENEREAL DISEASE NON-EFFECTIVE RATES AND DAYS LOST ON ACCOUNT OF VENEREAL DISEASES 
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1945 MONTH* 1945 
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